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Again, the Indian craftsman is a superlatively
effective workman in wood and ivory, an excellent
blacksmith, and a shoemaker who might almost
come up to the Chinese standard. There are no
better weavers in the world. They can mine for
diamonds and precious stones, and they can
find, in their forests, timber fit for the masts
of a great ship and for the making of a match-
box.

Skins abound alongside tanning material, dyeing
materials grow close to cotton and jute, fibres are a
drug in the market.

In textile industries India is destined to com-
pete with European and other Asiatic countries,
and it is little wonder that she looks with a jealous
eye upon factory legislation, which will limit her
output without raising wages or rendering more
happy and contented the wage-earners, who have
not complained and have little need to complain of
present conditions.

Nothing could be more odious to an Oriental
than a day plotted out in the fashion laid down by
our Factory Acts. They have no objection to a long
day, provided they are not driven and can go as
they please; nor can uniform regulations be pro-
perly imposed upon a vast continent, contain-
ing every kind of climatic and other conditions,
as they can upon a little island, in the centre of
which the operative can, by no great stretch of the